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DETAILED ACTION 

This Application has been examined. The claims 1-1 1 are pending. The examination 
results are as following. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-6, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Okamoto et al. (US 6,744,426). 

Regarding claim 1, Okamoto et al. discloses in figs lb, 3 and 5, a writing board (1) for 
user to freely write an image on; a reader configured to read an image written on the writing 
board to thereby generate image data indicative of the image (see col. 9, lines 38-63); an encoder 
configured to encode the image data generated by the reader (see G coded, see col. 1, lines 63- 
67); and a transfer section (301, fig. 5) configured to transfer, via a computer network (300), the 
image data encoded by the encoder (G train). 

Regarding claim 2, Okamoto et al. discloses further, wherein the transfer section transfers 
the image data as a filed attached to an E-mail (see col. 10, lines 8-14). 

Regarding claim 4, Okamoto et al. discloses further the transfer section transfers the 
image data, in response to a request issued via the computer network (300), to a destination 
which issued the request (fig. 5). 
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Regarding claim 5, Okamoto et al. discloses further wherein the transfer section uploads 
the image data to a server which executes data distribution via the computer network (300). 

Regarding claim 6, Okamoto et al. discloses further wherein the transfer section transfers 
the image data via another netwpjk_(companies 5), as well as the computer network. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Okamoto et al. discloses in figs 1, 3 and 5, a control method for an 
electric copy board equipped with a writing board (10 on which a user freely writes an image, 
comprising: reading an image written on the writing board and generating image data indicative 
of the image; and transferring the generated image data via a computer network (300, fig. 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okamoto et al. (US 6,744,426) in view of Tanaka et al. (US 2002/0051220). 

Regarding claim 3, Okamoto et al. does the transfer section (301) transfers the image 
data. However, Okamoto not disclose the transfer section transfers the image data in accordance 
with Internet facsimile standards. Tanaka et al. discloses in fig. 1, the image data transfer with 
Internet facsimile standards (see 0062). 

Regarding claims 7-8, Okamoto et al. does not disclose a storage section configured to 
store the image data. Tanaka et al. discloses a storage section (memory card 6) configured to 
store the image data (see 0063). 
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Regarding claims 9-10, Okamoto et al. does not disclose the encoder encodes the image 
data by JBIG (Joint Bi-Level Image experts Group) or MMR (Odified Modified Read). Tanaka 
et al. discloses the encoder encodes the image data by JBIG (Joint Bi-Level Image experts 
Group) or MMR (Modified Modified Read) (see 0062). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to implement the using of the image data transfer with Internet facsimile standards, the 
storage section (memory card 6) configured to store the image data, and the encoder encodes the 
image data by JBIG (Joint Bi-Level Image experts Group) or MMR (Modified Modified Read) 
as taught by Tanaka et al. into the system of Okamoto et al. because this would provide to 
display a list of images stored in the memory card and transmit to the liquid crystal display. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571) 272-7603. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is ayailable through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kimnhung Nguyen 
September 14, 2005 
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